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A N N U A L REPORTS 
OF THE 
SELECTMEN, TREASURER 
AUDITOR, 
AND 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 
OF THE 
TOWN OF RICHMOND, 
F o r t h e V e a r e n d i n g F e b r u a r y 2 0 , 1878 . 
GARDINER: 
H. K. MORREl. * SON PRINTERS, JOUBNAL OKFICK. 
1878. 

SELECTMEN'S REPORT. 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
For Repair of Highways and Bridges $3,000 00 
Support and Maintenance of Schools 2,000 00 
Free High School 500 00 
Maintenance of the Poor 800 00 
Interest and Discount 2,800 00 
Tempest Engine Company for 1877 300 00 
Deficiency for Snow Bills, 1876 1,000 00 
Reduction of Town Debt 2,000 00 
Contingent Fund 1,200 00 
$13,600 00 
State Tax 3,731 62 
County Tax 1,837 05 
Overlayings 931 94 
Supplemental Tax 164 41 
$20,265 02 
RECEIPTS. 
Balance in the Treasury, Feb. 20, 1877 Si,791 43 
School Mill Tax for 1877 from State 824 58 
Savings Bank Tax for 1877 from State 516 03 
For Free High School from State 363 00 
School Fund for 1872 from State 62 09 
Railroad Tax from State 42 38 
Cash from J . M. Hagar, Trustee on Exec'n '72 Tax. 300 00 
Cash from sundry individuals in 1872 Tax 46 50 
Balance Tax of 1875, A. P . Jewett, Collector 750 81 
Balance Tax of 1876, R. I I . White, Collector 4,766 84 
Engine, Watering Ship • 20 00 
Use of Town Hall 5 00 
Sale of old Hearse and House 12 00 
Licenses for Shows 10 00 
Town of Newport 3 00 
Town of Dresden 6 00 
Town of Bowdoinham 12 78 
Tax Deed 50 
Dog Licenses 120 00 
Town Orders of 1877. Nos. 12, 15, 17, 19, 20, 21, 
23, 25, 30, 31 , 33, 34, 36, 37, 45, 46, 49, 65,120, 
130, 131, 133, 136, 139, 142, 171, 191, 211 20,575 00 
Town Order, No. 269, Feb. 20, 187s 2,300 00 
Town Order, No. 217 8 90 
$32,536 84 
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EXPENDITURES. 
STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 
Paid State Treasurer State Tax for 1877 S3,781 62 
Paid County Treasurer County Tax for 1877 1,837 05 
§5,568 07 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Paid for Services as follows : 
F . Hondlette, Assessor, Overseer and Selectman. • $200 00 
Solon White, •' " " 60 00 
J . Watson Libby, " " " 50 00 
J . W. Spaulding, Treasurer 50 00 
Wm. H. Stuart, Town Clerk 15 00 
Abial Libbv, S. S. Committee 53 00 
D .S .R icha rds , " 49 00 
Levi Whitney, Constable 25 00 
R. H. White, Collector for 1876 181 90 
$683 90 
SCHOOLS. 
Amount due the several Districts Feb. 20, 1877 $668 75 
Appropriated by the town for 1877 2,000 00 
" " " Free High School 500 00 
Received from the State for Schools 1,402 70 
" " " Free High School 363 00 
Overpaid Districts No. 3 , 4 , 5 and 10 14 55 
$4,949 00 
Paid School Districts during the year $3,871 20 
Balance due Districts Feb. 20, 1878 1,077 80 
'94,949 00 
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
Paid Foster & Spaulding, for Lumber $470 46 
For rebuilding Baker Brook bridge 292 3G 
For building bridge on Adderton road 75 00 
Litch and Curtis, building new road 96 00 
Dist. No. 1, Libbeus Jenkins and others 297 17 
" 1. Wm. E. Chase 94 75 
" 2, Osbert A. Parks 96 25 
" 3 , Prescott Keys 69 57 
3, Wm. B. Dingley 94 15 
4, Benj. R. Flanders 100 81 
" 5, George Newell 103 85 
" 5, John L. Beedle 75 68 
" 6, Geo. W. Merrill 66 11 
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Dist. No. 6, S. B. hathorn 
7, r. D. Alexander • . . 
8, Geo. B. Umberhind. 
8, John Brown 
8, Robert I . Clarke . . . 
9, Otis Plumer 
10, Geo. A. Gilpatrick . 
11, J . R. Patterson 
11, J . H. Booker 
SNOW BILLS FOR 1876 AND 1877. 
P'd Dist. No. 1, C. S. Cotton & L. Jenkins, S'veyors 
" 1, Addison G. Collins. Surveyor 
" 2. Robert Wilson, '• 
" 3, Prescott Keys, " 
•' 3, B. V Stinson, " 
" 4, Benj. R. Flanders, " 
5, John W. Woodward, " 
l i
 5, Walter Beedle, " . . . . 
6. Geo. W. Merrill, " 
6 C. C. Hathorn, •• 
•' 7, R. D. Alexander, " 
•' N, James H. Smith, •' 
«, Geo. W. Reed, " 
Li
 8, John Brown, " 
" 9, Otis Plumer, " 
" 10, James Litch, " 
" 11, Geo. E. Peacock, " 
11, J . H. Booker, '• 
$1,165 55 
Appropriated by the Town 81,000 00 
Deficiency 165 55 
$1,165 55 
81 91 
96 95 
90 15 
98 64 
54 00 
96 98 
82 45 
113 97 
73 07 
$2,720 2S 
S83 19 
97 24 
60 58 
43 08 
101 25 
103 70 
20 50 
48 50 
51 30 
82 10 
68 8:i 
60 70 
50 21 
5C 31 
54 52 
75 73 
66 83 
40 9s 
SNOAV BILLS, WINTER OF 1877-8 
Paid Dist. No. 1, Clearing sidewalks 
" 7, R. D. Alexander, Surveyor. 
" 8, John Brown, " 
" 9. Otis Plumer, " 
HIGHWAY ACCOUNT. 
Paid for Highways and Bridges 
" Deficiency, Snow Bills Winter '76-7 
" Snow Bills, Winter '77-8 
" Deficiency, brought from report of 1877 . . . 
$3,137 11 
$20 00 
8 91 
5 80 
1 83 
$36 63 
2,720 28 
165 55 
36 63 
214 65-
6 
Brought up , „ , , . . $3,357 11 
Appropriated by the Town $3,000 00 
Deficiency 137 11 
$3,137 11 
TOWN FARM. 
To Stock on Farm, Feb. 20, 1877, valued at $555 00 
Hay, Grain, and Provisions" " 350 72 
Farming Tools " " 233 16 
Furniture, " " 215 18 
Wood, - •' 118 50 
Shingles, 2.'i M., " " '. 56 25 
Lumber, " " 8 00 
Supplies furnished by Mr. Keyes 297 66 
repairs on Farm Building - 16 00 
Interest on $2,000 in Farm for one year - ~ 120 00 
Preseott Keyes and Wife for one year's service §50 00 
$2,320 4T 
By Stock on Farm, Feb. 20, '78, valued at $416. 00' 
Hay, Grain, and Provision " " 347 00' 
Farming Tools, •' •' 235 00' 
Furniture, •' " 200 00' 
Wood, " " 119 00' 
Shingles, " " 40 00 
Lumber, " •• 5 00 
Stock sold by Mr. Keyes 91 50 
Produce sold by Mr. Keyes 199 40 
Labor of Town Team in Dist. No. 3 . . 38 11 
Bal. Cost of Supporting Poor on Farm G29 46 
$2,320 47 
POOR OFF T H E FARM. 
Paid for Mrs. Hittie' Harmon % 18 00 
" Mrs. John Chase 25 55 
" Florence Dale 34 50 
" James Lint and family 54 45 
" William Patten's family 12 69 
" Wm. II . Fisher, to Harrison Springer 41 00 
" Coffin and Box of Miss Beard, to John L a k e . . 16 00 
" Albert Spooner, of New Bedford 3 00 
' ' Tramps, 250 in number 10'J 66 
$310 85 
POOR OF OTHER TOWNS. 
Paid for Charles Pushard and family, of Dresden . $0 00 
Levi Johnson and family, of Bowdoinham.. . . . 12 7H 
$18 78 
( 
POOR ACCOUNT. 
Pa id Prescott Keyes, on Town Orders $121 81 
Repairs on Town Farm Buildings 16 00 
Poor off the Farm "". 310 85 
Poor of other towns 18 78 
8767 44 
Balance unexpended, carried to Sundries 51 34 
8818 78 
By Appropriation of the Town $800 00 
Cash of town of Dresden 6 00 
" Bowdoinham 12 78 
$818 78 
F IRE DEPARTMENT. 
T o Paid Tempest Engine Company $300 CO 
Boston Belting Co. for Hose 191 25 
H. M. Gardiner's Bill 9 90 
for Wood for Engine House 2 43 
Care of Engine for 1876 12 00 
" 1877 20 00 
$525 58 
By Appropriation of the Town $30u 00 
Amount received for Watering S h i p . . . 20 00 
Balance, Deficiency carried to Sundries . . 205 58 
$525 58 
I N T E R E S T AND DISCOUNT. 
T o paid Coupons on Town Bonds $1,005 00 
Interest on Town Orders and Notes 1,746 78 
$2,751 78 
Balance unexpended, carried to Sundries 48 22 
$2,800 00 
By Appropriation of the Town $2,800 00 
TOWN BONDS OUTSTANDING. 
Issue due Mar. 1, 1877, Nos. 30, 39, and 40, of $100 
each $300 00 
Issue due Mar. 1, 188'), 5 Bonds, *50 each 250 00 
2 » 100 " 200 00 
3 " 200 " 600 00 
9 " 1,000 " 9,000 00 
$10,350 00 
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TOWN BONDS, NOTES AND ORDERS. 
Paid Town Bonds $10,200 00 
Town Order No. 19, of March 4, 1871 1,0,0 00 
Note dated May 12, 1873 400 00 
Town Order No. 240, of Dec. 8, 1873 . . . . . . 1,500 00 
" 57, 1874 1,500 00 
" 105,1874 1,500 00 
" 121, 1874 600 00 
183, 1874 400 00 
" 7, 1875 200 00 
" 10, 1875 400 00 
" 13, 1875 500 00 
" 17, 1875 900 00 
" 18, 1875 100 00 
19, 1875 250 00 
" 20, 1875 500 00 
" 31, 1875 1,600 00 
" 34 ,1875 350 00 
" 35, 1875 300 00 
45, 1875 600 00 
302, 1876, Feb. 21 400 00 
" 46, 1877, March 22 1,865 00 
825,065 00 
Borrowed Mar. 1, 1877, on Order No. 12, 1,500 00 
« " 1877, a 15, 500 00 
» " 1877, ii 17, 450 00 
" " 1877, .; 19, 1,000 00 
" 1877, (t 20, 500 00 
" " 1877, a 21, 100 00 
" " 1877, u 25, 400 00 
» " 1877, a 30, 200 00 
" " 1877, u 31, 300 00 
" 1877, (( 36, 225 00 
" " 1877, u 37, 225 00 
" " 1877, tt 45, 250 00 
" Mar. 3, 1877, u 23, 2,000 00 
" " 8, 1877, <.. 33, 1,000 00 
" " 8. 1877, a 34, 160 00 
" 22, 1877, L4 46, 1,865 00 
" " 22, 1877, i t 49, 500 00 
" Apr. 27, 1877, it 65, 450 00 
" Sept. 1, 1877, a 120, 600 00 
" " 1877, u 130, 1,500 00 
" " 1877, a 131, 900 00 
" " 1877, a 133, 850 0) 
" 1877, u 136, 200' 00 
" " 1877, u 139, 400 00 
" " 1877, a 142, 500 00 
" Nov. 20,1877, a 171, 1,500 00 
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Borrowed Dec. 8, 1877, on Order No. 101, 1,500 00 
" Jan . 7 , 1 8 7 8 , ' : 211, 1,000 00 
l i
 Fell. 20, 1878, •• 2G9, 2,.100 00 
Decrease during the year 2,190 00 
$25,0G5 00 
.SUNDRIES. 
Paid for printing Town Reports for 187G $10 25 
Wm. H. Smith, pound rent for 1877 4 00 
John C. Curtis, watering trough, 1*77 3 00 
Wm. H. Smith, " '• 3 00 
Alpheus Small, ' l '• 3 00 
J . W. Spaulding, for making pension papers 12 50 
l i
 " check stamps for Treasurer 2 10 
" " services in Bay Bridge case 13 00 
" law services 40 00 
" ' ' making bond and other papers 4 50 
For wood for Selectmen's office 2 03 
Witness fees, Town vs. Toothaker & Hager 21 00 
Bills for lockup 14 81 
For blank dog licenses 3 0G 
F. H . Lovell for care of Town Clock 20 00 
For records of Aaron Plumer 15 00 
For rent of office for Selectmen 15 00 
Samuel Odiorne, horse-hire for Selectmen 15 75 
Abial Libby, horse-hire for S. S. Committee 21 00 
D . S . R i c h a r d s , " " " 2 1 0 0 
Insane Hospital for Fred Kerrins 131 22 
'• Olive Ridley 150 43 
Ellen O'Neal 135 54 
C. B . Foster, Auditor for 1S7G 5 00 
J . T. Robinson for stationery 8 02 
For two tax deeds . . . 1 00 
Repairs on Town Hall 7 16 
Whitewashing tomb, and for key 2 60 
Abatement to A. P . Jewett. Coir of Taxes for 1875. 91 70 
R. H. White, " " 1876. 50 88 
" A. P . Ring, " " 1877. 6 86 
$864 41 
Amount paid Town Officers, as per account 683 90 
Deficiency brought from Fire Department account . . . 205 58 
Balance undrawn 1,269 42 83.023 31 
Appropriated by the Town $1,200 00 
Overlayings 931 94 
Supplemental tax 164 41 
Receipts not credited elsewhere 159 40 
Brought from Poor Account 51 34 
Brought from Interest Account 48 22 
Brought from Report of 1877 468 00 
$3,023 31 
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T A X e S OK 1877. A I . V I N P . RING;, Collector. 
Whole amount committed to Collector *20.2G5 021 
Paid State Treasurer 80,7.'". 1 1)2 
County " 1 ,«:>7 05 
Town " 0,377 21 
a l i i ! e uncollected. feb. 20. 1878 5,310 11 
820,205 02 
TAXKS OK 1872. SAMUEL BROWN Collector. 
Execution vs. Samue'l Brown, Debt 82,500 20 
" " Costs 101 00 
82.G40 8!* 
Uncollected Taxes 23X 12 
*2,X79 1)1 
Paid into the Town Treasury in 1875 811 xi; 
1X70 4 2(1 
" •• " 1X77 34G 50 
Balance due Town 2,510 45 
f?2 X70 01 
LIABILITIES. 
Town Bonds outstanding Feb. 20, 1878 .SI0,350 00 
Town Order, No. 20, 1X71, Mar. 4 1,000 00 
•• 22, " April 7 1,000 00 
" " 34. 1x72, June 20 '400 00 
•• IX, 1X70. Mar. 1 500 00 
" •• 05, " July 1 54D 00 
" " 114, " JulylO XOO 00 
" •' 241 , " Dec. 8 300 00 
•• 171 , B-74, •' 4OH 20 
6, 1X75. Mar . 1 300 00 
" •• 0, " •' 400 00 
•' 12, '• " 000 00 
" •' 15, " " 800 00 
" in. '• - ,. too oo 
•' 2 1 , '• " GOO 00 
" " 2 3 , " " 500 00 
" " 20, " " 100 00 
" " 52, 1X7G, Apri l 4 500 00 
" •' 112, " Sept . 1 1,600 00 
•• '• 11G, •' - 2.1G7 00 
" " 177, 1X77, J a n . 10 1,500 00 
" " 12, " Mar . 1 1,500 00 
" •' 15, " " 500 00 
" " 17, " " 450 00 
" " 19, " " 1,000 00 
" " 20, " " • 500 00 
" " 2 1 , " •' 100 00 
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T o w n Orde r , N o . 23 , 1877, M a r . 3 2,000 00 
'• 2."), " '• 100 00 
•• 30. •• Mar . 1 200 00 
" 3 1 . •• •• 300 00 
•' 3 3 , •• M a r . 8 1,000 00 
" 3 4 . " " 160 00 
•• 3C, " M a r . 1 225 00 
• • 3 7 , '• '• 225 00 
" 4 . 3 . " •• 250 00 
•• 49 , " '• 500 00 
•• G5, '• Apri l 27 450 00 
•• 120, '• Sep t . 1 GOO 00 
•• 130, •• '• 1,500 00 
'• 1 3 ] , " '• 900 00 
>' l ; ; : 1 , , > >• 8 5 0 0 0 
•• 130. " '• 200 00 
»ia«j , •• •• loo oo 
•• 142. •' " 500 00 
" 1 7 1 , " N o v . 20 1,500 00 
•' 1 9 1 , •• Dec <s 1.500 oo 
" 2 1 1 . 1X78, J a n . 7 1,000 00 
•• 2G9, - F e b . 20 2,300 00 
$45,865 20 
C o u p o n s a n d In t e re s t due on above , F e b . 20, 1878. . 1.426 5-1 
D u e School Dis t r ic t s . F e b . 20. 1878 1,077 80 
. )ue Alvin P . King for col lect ing T a x e s of 1877 222 91 
T o w n O r d e r N o . 217 o u t s t a n d i n g 8 (HI 
> i8 .oo i :;:, 
resources Ba lance in T r e a s u r y , Fel l . 20, 1878 83,462 31 
Due on E x e c u t i o n vs . Samuel Brown -» 2,340 Mi 
Due from Samue l Brown for uncollected t a x e s , 1872, 175 56 
D m ' from Alvin P . King , Collector of T a x e s , 1877 . 5.319 11 
Due from Samue l Brown for use of engine 20 00 
D u e from o ther T o w n s for P o o r (Lewis ton) 5 70 
Due from School Dis t r ic t s N o s . 3 , 4 , 5 and 10 14 55 
Liabi l i t ies over Resources . F e b . 20, 1878 37,263 23 
$48,601 35 
Liabi l i t ies over resources. F e b . 20, 1.SG9 862,538 95 
" •'
 ; i
 " 1«70 51,015 55 
1871 49,628 51 
1872 48,768 29 
" •• 1873 47,426 06 
1874 44,718 88 
•" " 1875 43,005 78 
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Liabilities over Resources, Feb. 20, 1876 39,884 6-1 
" " " 1877 41.397 59 
" " 1878 . . 37.203 23 
TOWN PROPERTY. 
Town Farm and Outfits, valued at $3,500 00 
Two Fire Engines 1,600 00 
Two Fire-proof Sales 200 00 
Hearse CO 00 
Engine House 400 00 
Interest in Town House 800 00 
$6,560 00 
RECAPITULATION. 
Appropriations 820,265 02 
Receipts 32,536 84 
$52,801 SC 
Paid State and County Tax 85,568 67 
Town Officers 683 90 
Schools 3,871 20 
Repairs Highways and Br idges . . . 2,720 28 
Snow Bills of 1876-7 1,1 Co 55 
Snow Bills of 1877 and 1878 36 63 
Poor Account 767 44 
Fire Department 525 5.s 
Interest and Discount 2,751 78 
Town Bonds, Notes and Orders . . 25.065 00 
Sundries 864 41 
Uncollected Taxes of 1877 5,319 11 
Balance in Treasury Feb. 20, 1878 3,462 31 
$52,801 SO 
F. HOUDLETTE, ) Selectmen 
SOLON WHITE, [ of 
J . WATSON LIBBY. ) Richmond. 
RICHMOND, Feb. 20, 1878. 
TREAsurer's report 
J . "W. spaulding, Treasurer, in acc', with Town of Richmond. 
D r . 
To Cash on hand, Feb. 20, 1877 81,7'.)1 4:3 
Rec'd from J . M. Hagar, Trustee on execution vs. 
S. Brown 300 00 
Rec'd from sundry individuals on 1872 tax 46 50 
"• A. P. ' Jewett , taxes of 1875 750 81 
R . H . W h i t e , " 1876 4,760 84 
A. P . Ring, " 1877. 9,377 24 
State, Railroad Tax 42 38 
State, 1872 School Fund 62 09 
" State, Free High School 363 00 
" State, Mill Tax 824 58 
" State, Common Schools 516 03 
" Town of Bowdoinham on Poor Account. 12 78 
" Town of Newport " " . 3 00 
Town of Dresden " " . 6 00 
" George H. Farrin, watering ship 20 00 
Sale old Hearse House 10 00 
Sale old Hearse 2 00 
'• Use of Town Hall 5 00 
Licenses for shows 10 00 
Tax Deed 50 
Dog Licenses 120 00 
Borrowed by Selectmen on Town Orders 22,875 00 
CR. 41,905 18 
Paid Town Bonds 810,200 00 
Coupons 1.005 00 
Town Orders of 1871 1,000 00 
" •• 1873 1,500 00 
" " 1874 4,000 00 
1875 6,100 00 
1877 12.253 34 
Town Abatement Orders 2,383 53 
C'oll'i on two tax deeds 1 00 
Balance cash on hand. Feb. 20. 1878. . . 3,462 31 
£41.905 IX 
J . W SPAULDING, Treasurer. 
I hereby certify that I have examined the books and accounts 
of the Selectmen and Treasurer of the town of Richmond for the 
municipal year ending Feb. 20, 1878, and found the same prop-
erly vouched and correctly east, and that the foregoing reports 
are true exhibits of the same. 
\VM. H. STUART, Auditor. 
RICHMOND, Feb. 26, 1878. 
SCHOOL .report 
FELLOW CITIZENS : 
The Superintending School Committee herewith submit 
to you their annual report of the condition of the schools 
in town, number of scholars, money expended, &c. 
NUMBER OF SCHOLARS. 
There are in town N12 scholars — :'»1<S in District No. 1, 
2!>4 in rural districts. 
MONEY EXPENDED. 
The amount of money used the past year for school pur-
poses was $4,203.61. Of this sum the town raised $2,000. 
and $500 additional for Free High School. The remainder, 
$1,340.til, with $3(53 additional for High School, was re-
ceived from the State. Nearly all this sum has been ex-
pended. Some of the rural districts have a small balance 
in the treasury. 
The average length of schools in the rural districts for the 
year has been seventeen weeks. Average attendance, sum-
mer term, 83 1-3 per cent., winter term, S3 1-4 per cent. 
In District No. 1, length of schools, thirty-four weeks. 
Average attendance, summer term, S4 1-2 per cent., win-
ter term, 83 1-2. 
We think no argument is necessary to convince any un-
prejudiced mind that it would1. be for the interest of our 
schools as a whole to abolish the district system and adopt 
the town plan. 
P R O G R E S S F OF SCHOOLS. 
The progress ot the schools, as a whole, has been quite 
satisfactory. Some of them have done very well. A few 
bave not improved as we would like. It is not necessary 
to particularize. Where there has been a good school, the 
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teacher and pupils know it, and parents likewise — or at 
least they ought to he conversant with the fact. Our 
schools would be much more efficient if parents took the 
same interest in the teacher they hire as they do in the 
help they employ for other purposes. There are few who 
would set a man to work in his garden or field and never 
look to see hov: his labor was performed. But term after 
term of school closes, and in many cases the parents never 
even make the acquaintance of the teacher to whom they 
have entrusted their children. Apparently, it is of no con-
sequence, so long as children are sent to school. Where 
parents and teachers have a mutual understanding, the 
teacher naturally feels a stronger interest in his pupils, and 
many difficulties would be obviated and differences quietly 
settled were the wishes of the parents in relation to their 
children known to the instructor. When a teacher is hired, 
everv tax-payer in the district should feel he is his man, 
hired and paid by him, and it is his duty and privilege to 
walk into the school-room at any time and see how he is 
doina- his work. If found incompetent or unwilling, dis-
charge jim like any workman, that the children's money be 
not squandered. 
A number of the teachers employed have taken up the 
business for the first time. Considering their youth and 
inexperience, they have done well. They have manifested 
a love and tact tor their work very commendable. We do 
think, however, if they would avail themselves of the ad-
vantages afforded by the Normal School, which the State 
has furnished at considerable expense, they would be more 
efficient, command better pay, and of course do better 
work, from having been thoroughly taught how to do it. 
H I G H SCHOOL. 
A three years" course of study, divided into Classical and 
English, has been made out for the High School. The first 
class, consisting-of four pupils, graduated at the close of 
the summer term. It has been found that three years are 
not enough in which to complete the course satisfactorily, 
and that another year must be added to accomplish it. 
11) 
-Some changes will need to lie made to render the course 
more beneficial to pupils. The fact of its being a free 
High School two terms of the year, has disarranged the 
course of study marked out. Those scholars coming from 
the rural districts for a term, are oftentimes desirous of 
pursuing a study not laid down for that term. We trust 
ere long to be able to remedy this evil. I t is extremely 
difficult to grade schools. The work has to he done very 
gradually — it cannot at once be made perfect. This year 
the fall and winter terms have been free. By reference to 
statistics it will be seen both have been well attended. The 
examination at their close showed commendable progress by 
pupils in their studies. 
SCHOOL HOUSES. 
In District No. 1 there are 518 scholars. The District 
owns four school-rooms, such as they are, capable of accom-
modating 225 scholars. I t hires the Academy building, 
which seats 140 pupils. It will be seen there are means of 
accommodating but 365 scholars, whereas th u-e are 518 for 
whom places should be furnished. The number attending 
school last fall was 364. For two terms this past year one 
Primary school has been taught in the Free Baptist vestry. 
It is unsuited to that purpose, but was the only available 
place. There seems no alternative but to build a school-
house, and we would recommend a central situation for it, 
and that it be large enough for two Primary schools, at 
least. 
At North i;nd South End, the school-houses are sadly 
out of lepair, unfit for children's use, and in their present 
condition neither comfortable, ornamental, nor even de-
cent. We trust this matter will be attended to at the next 
school meeting. In the rural districts the houses arc in 
fair condition, but lack good black-boards. In some cases 
we noticed they were entirely destitute of furniture, not 
even affording a chair for teacher or visitor. We recom-
mend that the several agents furnish black-boards, chairs 
and other things necessary for the comfort and convenience 
ot teachers and pupils. 
IT 
F R E E T E X T BOOKS 
Last year an article was introduced in the town warrant 
recommending the town to furnish school books free for 
all its scholars. I t was not adopted. Fellow townsmen, 
you will be called upon to-day to vote again upon that 
question. I t seems unjust, in these enlightened days, that 
children should grow up in ignorance because their parents 
are unable to afford the necessary text-hooks. Many 
things can be adduced in favor of the free text-book sys-
tem. It gives every scholar, rich and poor, an equal 
chance of getting an education ; it gives a better classifica-
tion in schools, thereby rendering them more efficient; it 
really does not cost the town so much for books as does the 
present method. As adopted in Bath it has been found to 
cost but seventy-five cents per pupil per annum ; but when 
books were furnished by parents the expense was nearly 
three dollars. We think no personal feelings in this mat-
ter should influence us, but the good of all should he con-
sidered. 
STatistics 
The following table shows the names and wages of teachers, 
and attendance of scholars : 
DISTRICT NO. 1. 
HIGH SCHOOL. 
T E r M . 
Summer. 
Fall. 
Winter. 
T E A C H E r S . 
Mr A. Q. Randall. 
Miss Lizzie H. Libby, Assistant. 
Mr. H. B. Hill. 
Miss Delia K. Lawrence , Assistant. 
Mr. J . G Libby. 
Miss Delia K . Lawrence, Assistant. 
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48 .85 
25 00 
8 00, 
90 80 .88 
25 00 
S 00 
71 57 .80 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
Summer. 
FaU. 
Winter. 
Miss Emily M. Clarke. $8 00 
8 00 
8 00 
55 J .90 
43 : .86 
44 I .86 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 
Summer. 
Fall. 
Winter. 
Miss Carrie J . Call. $7 00 48 
7 00 49 
7 00 ',0 
43 
41 
36 
.89 
83 
.00 
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NORTH INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 
Summer. 
fallWinter. 
Miss Clara Suckling 26 
25 
•i:i 
.87 
.86 
.77 
SOUTH INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 
Summer. 
Full 
Winter. 
Miss Carrie A. Odiorne. 87 00 48 
7 00 44 
7 00 42 
41 
38 
38 
.85 
86 
.90 
PRIMARY SCHOOL. 
Summer. Mrs. Mary c Preble. I $8 00 
This school was thendivided. Miss Jack teaching the 
mure advanced, and Miss provins the remainder 
70 52 
FIRST PRIMARY SCHOOL. 
Fall. MISS Etta, S. Jack. 
Winter. , ' ' 
SECOND P R I M A R Y . 
Fall. j Miss Mattie A. Provins 
Winter. | u l ' 
R U R A L SCHOOLS. 
1 $6 00 1 
1 6 00.J 
44 
38 
41 i 
34 | 
.93 
.90 
| $6 00 1 
6 00 ] 
u7 
33 1 31 ! .84 .76 
2 Summer. Miss Mary S. Skelton. $3 00 9 8 .89 
Winter. Mr. L. w. Small. 533 00 12 9 .75 
3 Summer. Miss Ella Reed. 3 00 15 10* .70 
Winter. Mr. A. 0 True. 33 00 19 17 .89 
4 Summer. Miss Emma Philbrick. 3 50 15 10 r«7 
Winter. Miss Nellie M. Beuner. 5 50 15 13 .87 
5 Summer. Miss Delia K. Lawrenee. 3 60 15 13 .87 
Winter Mr E. N Briggs. 30 00 17 16 .94 
6 Summer. Miss hattie Abell. 6 00 21 19 .90 
Winter. Miss Nellie S. Spear. 5 00 25 22 88 
7 Summer. Miss Addie A. Wharff. 4 00 27 2> 94 
Fall. u .i 4 00 21 18i .88 
8 Summer. Miss Alice C. Cotton 4 00 24 19 .79 
Winter. Mr George W. Parks. 35 00 26 22 .85 
9 Summer. Mrs Ellen r. Randall. 5 00 14 j 14 1.00 
Winter. Miss Mary S. Skelton. 3 00 12 11 .92 
10 Summer. Miss Addie A Wharff. 4 00 21 184- .88 
Winter. Mr. Daniel Brown. 27 00 32 24 • .75 
11 Summer. Mis s Lizzie E Watson. 3 00 18 14 j .78 
Winter. Mr. S. A. Brown. 30 00 18 11* .64 
Respectfully submitted, 
"ABIAL LIBBY, 
D. S. RICHARDS, 
GEO. H. THEOBALD, 
i Superintending 
School 
i Committee. 
DI
ST
RI
CT
.
 
Te
rm
.
 Teachers 
W
ag
es
 
pe
r 
in
s 
bo
ar
d.
 
W
ag
es
 
pe
r 
m
o
u
th
.
 
"
W
ho
le
 
N
o
 
sc
ho
la
rs
 
A
ve
ra
ge
 
a
tt
en
da
nc
e 
ra
te
 
pe
r 
c
t. 
